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as allies and not as subordinates, except during the par-
ticular operation which he explained at the Calais
Conference.

Two months were to elapse before the Nivelle
plan, thus blessed by the British Cabinet, was to
be put to the final test of battle. They were
anxious months for Haig. Nivelle, secure in the
position accorded to him, proved an overbearing
taskmaster. The terms in which he addressed
Haig were curt to the verge of discourtesy. In
an unwonted outburst of resentment, Haig char-
acterised one communication as "a letter no
gentleman could have written, and one which
certainly no Commander-in-Chief would receive
without protest."

The Battle of Vimy

By the beginning of April, Nivelle's prepara-
tions had matured. A preparatory attack was to
be delivered by the British on the gth, to be
followed by the great French offensive on the
14th. On the appointed day, Haig struck, using
once more a large number of tanks, and employ-
ing a new system of a succession of short advances
at short intervals. Complete success crowned the
attack. Within an hour the whole front line
under attack was overwhelmed ; by nightfall the
last completed line of defence and the Vimy
Ridge were in British hands.

On the evening of the isth - the end of the
allotted time - the German front had been rolled
back for over four miles on a twenty-four-mile